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A MESSAGE FROM
THE BOARD CHAIR
During the 2021-2022 school year, Blessings in a Backpack Floyd County was able
to serve approximately 1,400 New Albany-Floyd County students, preschool
through 6th grade. Our program is currently in 13 buildings across the district.
Blessings in a Backpack Floyd County was able to provide 40 weekends worth of
food to our students, continuing to address food insecurity within Floyd County.
The pandemic caused our board, volunteers, and the program to shift quickly over
the past two years. With the support of our wonderful community, we were able to
continue our program without missing a weekend. Our board members continued
to meet on a regular basis and found creative ways to raise the funds needed to
continue the program
Blessings in a Backpack Floyd County was able to secure several key grants that
went directly to covering the cost of food. These grants included: Caesar
Foundation of Southern Indiana, Floyd Memorial Foundation, and the City of New
Albany Redevelopment Commission,
Our events committee stayed busy this year! We hosted our first annual Be a
Blessing 5k Fun Run this year. Our chapter held our annual Hoops for Hunger
event during the basketball season. The New Albany Floyd County Teachers
Association also continued their Feed to Read event benefitting Blessings in a
Backpack Floyd County.
Blessings in a Backpack Floyd County also continues to benefit from the support of
our individual donors, who continue to champion our program through their
donation. We are proud to say 100% of your donations continue to go directly to
the cost of food.

Katie Stein
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Feed to Succeed

Our mission:

65 hours is a long time to be hungry. Sadly,
it's a feeling that too many of Floyd County's
youngest residents feel every weekend
between Friday lunch at school and Monday
breakfast. Many children who qualify for the
federal free and reduced lunch program lack
the financial resources at home to buy
sufficient food on the weekend and, for
some, there is no adult available to cook a
meal.
We cannot solve the problems that cause
children to go hungry but we can alleviate
the symptoms. Blessings in a Backpack's
mission is to fill that 65 hour gap by
providing children in need with a small bag of
ready to eat, single serving foods every
Friday afternoon. We distribute the food to
Pre-K through 6th grade students at every
elementary and middle school in the New
Albany Floyd County Consolidated (NAFCS)
school system.
Blessings in a Backpack fills a need that is not
covered by other community food programs by
putting the food directly in the hands of the
children who need it. Our primary goal has been
and continues to be ensuring that students in
need don't go hungry over the weekend and can
return to school Monday ready to learn. We also
hope to raise awareness of the program of
childhood hunger in our community.
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By the Numbers:
Approximately
1,400 students
served
56,000 bags of food
40 Hunger Free
Weekends
20 Member
Advisory Board
6 NAFCS Student
Interns
Expanded to
include 6th grade

Met fundraising
goals
Continued to grow
community support
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Feed to Succeed
Our beginning:
Blessings in a Backpack is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based in Louisville,
KY that works to alleviate food insecurity among elementary aged students.
Blessings in a Backpack Floyd County was established to serve that mission in
our community. The first bags of food were sent home with Floyd County
students in 2015.
Funded initially by generous grants from the Horseshoe Foundation and several
other groups, the need eventually outpaced the available financial support.
Starting in 2015, a group of volunteers- mostly teachers, administrators, and
NAFCS parents, stepped up to take the program to the next level and set up the
Floyd County Chapter of Blessings in a Backpack. Our first steps included
developing a lasting partnership with the New Albany Floyd County Education
Foundation.
In 2019, we took further steps to solidify the presence of Blessings in a Backpack
in Floyd County by creating an advisory board. In the hands of the board, our
financial picture has strengthened and the level of awareness of the need for
weekend food has increased significantly.
The national Blessings in a Backpack organization establishes the menu and
negotiates the food costs with the Louisville and Southern Indiana food
distributor, Sysco Foods. Our board members arrange and plan for all other
aspects of the program in Floyd County from coordinating delivery schedules,
managing volunteers who pack the bags each week, directing all fundraising,
sponsorship efforts, and drafting our chapter's grant proposals.
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Our Impact
The problem:
During the 2021-2022 school year, Blessings in a Backpack Floyd County had a
positive impact on the lives of approximately 1,400 NAFCS pre-k through 6th grade
students whose families experience food insecurity. Students across 13 buildings
within the New Albany-Floyd County school corporation were provided weekend
food.
"Food Insecurity" is defined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture as a
"household-level economic and social condition of limited or uncertain access to
adequate food". Hunger is a "consequence of food insecurity that, because of
prolonged, involuntary lack of food, results in discomfort, illness, weakness, or pain
that goes beyond the usual uneasy sensation".
According to Feeding America, 1 in 7 Indiana children face hunger with 46.3% of
Indiana households with children receiving SNAP benefits. 14.1 of children residing
in Floyd County reside within a food insecure home. Ask any NAFCS teacher and
they will tell you that children going hungry on the weekend is a serious problem in
Floyd County.
Hungry children tend to have worse physical and mental health. These health
affects contribute to an increased risk for delays in cognitive development. For
instance, one study found that children who experienced hunger in Kindergarten
had lower test scores in reading and math by third grade. Students from food
insecure homes are more likely to repeat a grade that their peers from food
secure homes. Adolescents who experience childhood hunger or food insecurity
are more likely to experience mental health disorders, including depression, and
have an increased likelihood of substance abuse.
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Our Impact
The solution:

Blessings in a Backpack's weekend food program is a proven part of a
comprehensive solution to childhood hunger. The standard practice in other
communities with Blessings in a Backpack is to provide food for 38 weekends. In
Floyd County, our chapter recognizes the need to accommodate the NAFCS
balanced calendar's longer time off from school during the 2 weeks of fall and
spring breaks. Thus, our program budgeting allows for 40 weekends, with double
bags sent home over the longer breaks
Blessings in a Backpack's national office partnered with Quaker Oats and Ipsos, a
leading global market research company, on a national evaluation project that
measures program impact on a deeper level than bags and pounds of food
distributed. This project involved various. Blessings' stakeholders, such as children
and teachers, in the evaluation process. Surveys found that, in addition to no
longer feeling weekend hunger pangs, children fed by Blessings in a Backpack
experience the following impact on their lives:

78% of kids feel cared for by their community
71% of kids feel that Blessings is helping their family
60% of kids have fewer behavioral issues
60% of children report that their school attendance is better
59% find it is easier to learn at school
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In the Community
Advisory Board:
Our advisory board is comprised of teachers, school administrators, parents, students, business owners, and
community members who volunteer their time and expertise to help the Floyd County Chapter continue our
mission. 2019 was the inaugural year for the Advisory board. Each board member commits to serving a two-year
term at a minimum. Each board member serves on one of four action committees and takes an active role in
conducting the business of the chapter, including being responsible for fundraising.
2021-2022 Board Leadership:
Katie Stein, Board Chair; Jennie Olmstead, Vice Chair
Cathleen Palmer/Natasha Finn, Secretary; Marsha Weaver/Eric Thorne, Treasurer

Katie Stein- Board Chair

Dr. Greg Kordsmeier

Angel Jackson

Cathleen Palmer

Stephanie Watson

Anna Kordsmeier

Amanda Braden

Nicole Atkins

Dayna Doddridge

Tony Duffy

Natasha Finn

Dr. Steve Griffin

Not pictured: Jennie Olmstead, Marsha Weaver, Eric Thorne, Theresa Lamb,
Amanda McMonigle, Hannah Striegel, Carmen Kerberg, Veronica Cape
Student Interns: Charlee Watson, Keeley Page, Harley Pickett, Jordyn
Butler, Lynlee Jerke,
Advisors: Tyler Bliss; Tony Duffy; Steve Griffin
Jamie Gaetano- Student Intern
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In the Community
Volunteers are the lifeblood of our chapter! We could not do what we do without our liaisons
at each of the schools who take the food deliveries from Sysco and take charge of the weekly
packing of bags. Our volunteers packed approximately 56,000 bags of food last year! We are
so fortunate that we have a steady group of volunteers and NAFCS employees dedicated to
our chapter.
One of our major challenges this year was limiting in-house volunteer opportunities due to
the ongoing pandemic. The Floyd County Community rose to the challenge and found
creative ways to give back to our chapter.

We hosted packing events with the City of New Albany
Council and the Floyd County Council. Thank you for
joining us as we packed bags for Green Valley Elementary
and Georgetown Elementary!

American Heritage Troop
IN1911 created food bags for
our chapter again this year
for their service project.
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In the Community
A group of Humana employees rallied together again this year to collect
money, purchase food, and assemble 600 food bags for our Blessings in a
Backpack Program! The group also donated an additional $4,078 to our
chapter!
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Financial Summary
Completely Self-Funded:
Floyd County is one of the most successful Blessings programs in the nation. We are an
established and well-known charitable organization in Floyd County that has earned
the support of several major foundations, numerous businesses, individuals and local
government entities. In 2021-2022, our chapter met our fundraising goal of providing
food for current enrollment and allowing the expansion of the program to 6th grade in
January 2022.
Although our Floyd County group is part of the national Blessings in a Backpack
organization, we do not receive any direct funding from that entity. Rather, the national
organization assists smaller groups that are unable to self-fund, promotes awareness
of the issue of childhood hunger, maintains the brand, and provides administrative
support.
Total FY 2021-2022 Income= $181,418.53

Individual/Group Donations
$15,834.15

Kroger Rewards
$5,340.26

Caesar Foundation
$35,000

Local Businesses
$9,825.05
Feed to Read
$7,000
Hoops for Hunger
$7,730.00
Floyd Memorial Foundation
$35,000

Be Blessing 5k
$10,656.00
Pigs for Kids
$1,072.40

City of New Albany
$50,000

Nominal Administrative Expenses:
Our program is run by volunteers. We have no salaried employees. Our nominal
administrative expenses are paid by Board Members' Dues. The National organization
charges the Floyd County Chapter an administrative fee equal to 4% of food costs.
However, we are very grateful to our partner, the New Albany Floyd County Education
Foundation, which paid the entirety of that administrative fee.
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Financial Summary
Food expenses:
For $2.87 per week/$115 per year, each child received prepackaged food items such as:
Trail's Best Twin Teriyaki Meat Sticks
Gilman Cheese Mozzarella Cheddar Cheese (no refrigeration required)
Nu-Heath Fruit Mandarin Oranges in Fruit Juice
Sunrich Natural's Sunflower Kernels
MJM Tiki Crackers
Kellogg's Multigrain Froot Loops
Kellogg's Multigrain Frosted Flakes
Austin Cheese Crackers with Cheddar Cheese
Our chapter has seen a rise in enrollment and anticipate an increase again during the 20222023 school year due to the lingering effects of the pandemic and our expansion to include
the 6th grade students across all three middle schools. Our budget allows additional
students to enroll mid-year.
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Financial Summary
Without the incredible generosity of our major donors, we would not have
been able to fully fund Floyd County's Blessings in a Backpack program in
2022. Our board members identified and applied for several key grants
during the 2021-2022 year. Our community is very fortunate to have
organizations that support our mission to make sure no child in Floyd
County goes hungry on the weekend. Thank you!

2021-2022 Grants Received
Caesar's Foundation of Southern Indiana
$35,000
Floyd Memorial Foundation
$35,000
City of New Albany & Redevelopment
Commission
$50,000
Kappa Kappa Kappa (Nu Chapter)
$500.00
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Annual Fundraising Projects
Inaugural Be a Blessing 5k Fun Run:
Blessings in a Backpack Floyd County hosted the inaugural Be A Blessings 5k Fun Run on
November 6, 2021. With tremendous support from key sponsors, the community, area
businesses, and our advisory board, the 5k was a huge success! Together we raised over
$10,000 for our chapter.
Our 2021 Be A Blessings Sponsors:
Karl Truman Law Office
Smith Broady & Associates
Ernstberger Orthodontics
Clark Co. CC Auxiliary Club
Sandy Halstead
Sweet Stuff Bakery
Spring Family Dental

Monroe Shine CPA
Callistus Smith Agency, Inc.
Humana
Steve Bush
Carol Yeager
Insty Prints/Signs Now
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Theresa Lamb Ins. Agency
AML, Inc.
Nick Bohannon
Dr. Black's Eye Associates
Stein Law
Indiana Farm Bureau
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Annual Fundraising Projects
5th Annual Hoops for Hunger:
Our chapter hosted the annual Hoops for Hunger Event during the 20212022 basketball season. Together with the New Albany High School and
Floyd Central High School Boys Basketball teams, area businesses
sponsored games to raise money for our chapter. Each business donated
money for each 3-point shot and free throw made during select games.
Together, we raised over $7,000 to fight food insecurity in our county!
Our 2021-2022 Hoops for Hunger Sponsors:

ASB, LLC
Striegel Dentistry
Kochert Insurance
Visiting Angels
Senior Source

Packy Page Allstate Ins.
RT Solutions
Kentuckian Mortgage
Freedom Point Mortgage
Amanda Braden Realtor

Stan Schooler MD at Active Athlete
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Happy Tails Pet Resort
C-Tek Security
Bliss Travel
Schuler Homes
Ingle Home Inspection

Vigilance Security Group
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Annual Fundraising Projects
Blessings in a Backpack Floyd County participated in 5 major fundraising
initiatives which served to raise awareness of the presence of childhood hunger
in our county and provide funding for our mission.
Inaugural Be a Blessings 5k Fun Run- Blessings in a
Backpack Floyd County hosted the inaugural Be A
Blessings 5k Fun Run on November 6, 2021. With
tremendous support from key sponsors, the community,
area businesses, and our advisory board, the 5k was a
huge success! Together we raised over $10,000 for our
chapter.

5th Annual Hoops for Hunger- We celebrated our 5th
year of Hoops for Hunger. Together with area businesses
and the boys basketball teams from New Albany and Floyd
Central High School, we raised over $7,000.

Pigs 4 Kids- Our chapter was excited to bring back this
signature event! With the help from local artists and
businesses, we placed pigs all over and raised over $1,000
for our chapter.

Spring Painting Event - Our chapter hosted a guided
painting class led by local artist, Mary Arnold, in the Spring
of 2022. This event raised $480.00 for the chapter! Be on
the look out for our next painting event!

Kroger Community Rewards - Blessings in a Backpack
Floyd County continued to be a participant in the rewards
program established by Kroger through which supporters
can enroll and link their Kroger Plus account so that each
time they shop, a portion of their purchases will be
donated to our chapter. Kroger donated $5,307.06 this
past year.
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Community Supports
Thank you to the New Albany
Floyd County Teachers
Association for donating $7,000
through their Feed to Read
Event! Georgetown Elementary
collected the most money.

Lafayette Academy collected
donations during their annual
Christmas program. Thank you!

Board members met with
community members during the
Christmas in Greenville event Be
on the lookout for our booth at
local events to learn more about
the program!

Greenville Elementary PTO
hosted a Glow Party with
proceeds going towards
Blessings in a Backpack Floyd
County! Thank you!
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Notes of Appreciation
The Blessings in a Backpack Floyd County
Board would like to thank each and every
supporter of our chapter. Without the
community support, our chapter would not be
able to continue our mission of creating a
hunger free zone in Floyd County.

Interested in joining our board or holding a
fundraiser for the chapter? Please reach out to
floydcountyblessings@gmail.com for more
information or visit
https://biabfloyd.com/
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